Peaceful mutualism in the gut: revealing key commensal bacteria for the creation and maintenance of immunological homeostasis.
Quantitative and qualitative aspects of commensal bacteria determine the active and quiescent status of host immunity. In a recent Science paper, Atarashi et al. (2011) identify Clostridium clusters IV and XIVa as indigenous commensal bacteria that induce regulatory T cells for the creation and maintenance of immunological homeostasis.